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October 16, 2004

My name is Laura Lantzy. I live at 433 Old Town Court. I have been a Crime Watch
Neighborhood Block Captain for 16 years. I am here to ask you to give your attention
to the problem of traffic flow in the Southwest Quadrant of Old Town. I am
representing my neighbors of Old Town Station Owners' Association, Old Town
South Owners' Association, and the Southwest Quadrant Civic Association, and their
presidents, respectively, David Lantzy, Lynn Selander, and Vera Henderson. I have
here a large photograph that was provided for us by VDOT. It shows the Route 1
South approach to the new ramp to the Beltway and the Woodrow Wilson Bridge.

Some of you might be wondering why this small area deserves special attention. If
you would please for a moment consider this funnel from my kitchen. This funnel
represents the traffic flow in the East End of Alexandria. This small spout at the end
of the funnel is the area you see on this map. I don't have to tell you how a funnel
works. If this small spout is blocked, the funnel will fill-up and overflow.

As you already know, the residents of the Southwest Quadrant are actively seeking
remedies that will help reduce the increasing number of traffic violations and other
hazards plaguing our residential streets, and aggravating the flow of traffic to the
bridge. Cut through traffic is not just a safety issue. While drivers are racing down
residential streets, speeding, running stop signs, and worse, they are aggressively
pursuing a slot on the ramp ahead of other drivers who abide by laws and remain on
the highway. Cut through traffic hinders the traffic flow for safe drivers.

I know our police traffic control officers work very hard to enforce our traffic laws.
They have given us a lot of support in traffic enforcement. With the amount of traffic
we have in this town, in my opinion, we don't have nearly enough traffic control
officers. But, even in a perfect world, it would still be impractical to expect
enforcement alone to solve this traffic flow problem.

With the help of the City Transportation staff, we have identified 12 options for
mitigating the negative effects of traffic in our neighborhood. Some of these can be
accomplished very quickly and at very low cost. Some are of a higher cost, and have
longer lead times.

It will take us the next two months to formulate our recommendations and cost
estimates. We are determined to work very hard to have a final plan to bring to the
Traffic and Parking Board and to Council before the start of the new year. We
already have two meetings scheduled with Transportation staff to take place before
Thanksgiving.

I am here today on behalf of myself and my neighbors to ask you to put a place holder
in the budget for traffic control initiatives in the Southwest Quadrant. I have
confidence in the judgment of our good mayor and current members of council, and I
believe that you will find our need to be a small project worthy of funding.




To: City of Alexandria

From: Residents of Seminary Hill and environs
Re: Speeding on Seminary Road

We believe that the speed and character of the traffic on Seminary between
Howard and Quaker Lane is inappropriate for a neighborhood and inconsistent with
the City strategic plan of creating walkable neighborhoods and a commuter-friendly
biking environment. We would like the City to work with us to make our
community more pedestrian, biking and family-friendly.
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